
W elookatbaseballplayersw hohavem ade3,000 hitsintheircareerasspecial,buttheguy w hohitonly 2,999 isconsidered
som ethinglesser.N otquiteanalso-ran,butnotHallofFam em aterial.

T hestam pthathasbeengiventhisnum berw illberevealedw hentheJuly 2015 updateispublishedonJuly 4.Afterall,w eneedto
m aintainsom esuspense.[L S N 2015-07-13].Itisofnogreatsignificancetom eanum berofreasons. theS cottnum beringsystem has
dozensofunassignedw holenum bersanddozensofm ajorvariety stam psthathavenum bersw ithletteredsuffixes.Itisasystem that
segregatesstam psintoseparatesectionssuchassem ipostals,airm ailstam ps,postagedues,etc.Itisalsoasystem w hereonem ajor
num berisassignedtoapanecontainingstam psthatarealldifferent.
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L astm onth,R onBruner’sgaveavery interestingpresentation"A Stamp Mural in Texas" — an
exam plethatonedoesnothavetogotoam useum orstam pshow toseestam psondisplay.

T hepostofficeinEastlandT exasisanexam plehow onepostalem ployee’suseofstam pstodesigna
setofw indow sthatbrightenupandeducatesthelocalpopulation.

T hism onth,EdP ieklogiveashorttalkonW orldW arIICinderellaS tam ps.

Anarticlethatcaughtm y eyelastm onthw asablogitem by By M arty Frankevicz– [seehttp://
w w w .linns.com /en/insights/voices/2015/06/u-s--scott-no--5000--m ilestone-or-m illstone-.htm lforcom plete
story.]

M any peoplelookatnum berssuchas1,000,2,000 and5,000 assom ethinghavingspecialsignificance.It
seem spretty obviousthat“ bigroundnum bers” w ouldbeaterm thatpeopleusefornum bershavingsom any
zeroesinthem .S uchnum bersareoftenconsideredby peopletobe“ m ilestones.”

T heissuanceofthe5000thdifferentU .S .stam pactually tookplacequiteaw hileago.Exactly w henthatw asand
w hichstam pitisdependsonw hatisincludedinthecountandw hatyou arecounting.Asacataloguerofpostage
stam psIoftenw onderifreachingN o.5000 ism oreofa“ m illstone” thana“ m ilestone.” W eassigncatalog
num berstoabout100 new m ajorlistingsintheU nitedS tatespostagesectionevery year.U nitedS tatesS cott4000
w asissuedin2006;S cott3000 in1995;S cott2000 in1982;andS cott1000 in1951.

AttherateU nitedS tatesstam psarecurrently beingissued,w ew illprobably seeS cott6000 assignedintheyear
2024.

Scott 5000
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T heM oon— Forty-six yearsagoon20 July 1969,A pollo11 landedonthem oonw ithtw oastronauts...

M orethanahalfbillionpeoplew atchedthetelevisedfirstm oonw alkJuly 20,1969,w hereN eilArm strongutteredthenow -
fam ousw ords,"That is one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

AstronautsArm strong,Edw in"Buzz"AldrinandM ichaelCollinsleftEarthonJuly 16 from CapeKennedy inFlorida.Arm strong
andAldrinsteppedontothem oonafew dayslater.T hem enspent21 hours,36 m inutesonthem oonbeforejoiningbackup
w ithCollinsinthecom m andm odule.T hem issionaccom plishedtheobjectivesetby P residentJohnF.Kennedy in1961,w hich
w astolandam anonthem oonthenreturntoEarth.

T hiseventledtothisstam p(S cottC76)beingissuedon09 S ept1969.

Armstrong, Collins and Aldrin

M oonL andingsEvents1966--2013

P riortothiseventtheS ovietU nionw asalsow orkingon
landim gam anonthem ooninitsL unikS paceP rogram :

L una1 (January 1959)m isseditsintendedim pactw iththe
M oonandbecam ethefirstspacecrafttofallintoorbit
aroundtheS un.
L una2 (S eptem ber1959)m issionsuccessfully hittheM oon's
surface,becom ingthefirstm an-m adeobjecttoreachthe
M oon.
L una3 (O ctober1959)roundedtheM oonlaterthatyear,
andreturnedthefirstphotographsofitsfarside,w hichcan
neverbeseenfrom Earth.
L una9 (February 1966)becam ethefirstprobetoachievea
softlandingonanotherplanetary body.Itreturnedfive
blackandw hitestereoscopiccircularpanoram as,w hich

L una3 -S cottU R S 2309

w erethefirstclose-upshotsoftheL unarsurface.
L una10 (M arch1966)becam ethefirstartificialsatelliteoftheM oon.
L una11 (August1966)usedtostudy lunarphysicalproperties.
L una17(N ovem ber1970)andL una21 (January 1973)carriedtheL unokhod
vehicles,w hichroam edaroundontheM oon'sterrain.

L una9 – S cott3274
Chang'e-3 S cottP R CxxxxS S

India'snationalspaceagency,launchedChandrayaan-1,anunm annedlunarorbiter,inO ctober2008 w ith objectivestoprepareathree-
dim ensionalatlasofthenearandfarsideoftheM oonandtoconductachem icalandm ineralogicalm appingofthelunarsurface.In
N ovem ber2008,Indiadeployedtheorbiter'sIm pactP robe m akingIndiathefifthcountry totouchdow nonthelunarsurface.T hisprobe
discoveredthew idespreadpresenceofw aterm oleculesinlunarsoil.S adly nostam pw asissuedtocom m em oratetheevent.

S ince1958 therehavebeenover110 m oonvehicleslanched,butitappearsyou havetobeam ajorpow ertoissuea“ m oon” stam p.

1990 saw Japanenterthem oonexplorationclubw henitlauncheditsHitenprobe.Japandidnotissueastam ptocom m em oratetheevent.

In2007theP eoplesR epublicofChinajoinedthelunarexplorerclubinw henitorbitedaprobearoundthem oon.In2013,they landedthe
Chang'e 3 lunar roveron the Bay of Rainbows crater. The rover is outfitted with a six-wheeled robotic rover and the smarts to
avoid hazards in the landing zone, Chang'e 3 is China's boldest unmanned space mission to date,


