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Local
Stamp
Shows 

Compex 2018
Guerin College Preparatory High School

8001 W. Belmont Ave
River Grove IL

June 1-3
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MSDA MILWAUKEE STAMP SHOW
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport

6401 South 13th ST
Milwaukee WI 

June 30 and July 1

MSDA Spring Show
Ramada Inn Wheeling
1090 S Milwaukee Ave

Wheeling, IL
July 7 and 8

Results of the 2017 Linn’s U.S. stamp popularity poll — The 
results of the 2017 Linn’s United States Stamp Popularity Poll 
have been tabulated, and voters gave a decisive win to the 
Total Solar Eclipse forever stamp as the overall favorite stamp 
of the year.

The Total Solar Eclipse stamp received 395 votes as the overall 
favorite stamp of 2017, more than twice the 192 votes earned 
by the second-place finisher, the WPA (Works Progress 
Administration) Posters set of 10 issued March 7, 2017.

The John F. Kennedy was 
chosen as the most 
important commemorative 
issue of 2017.

The younger voters 
selected “Sharks” as 
their favorite group 
of stamps.

2016?

Last month, Tom began the topic about how each of us started collecting stamps (he’ll 
continue this at the June meeting), and what we are doing to add to our collections. 

This month, we’ll be looking at those wonderful stamps produced between 1908 and 1922. It 
is amazing how five basic stamp designs has generated so many different Scott numbers – 
mainly the USPOD trying to reduce the cost of stamp production.

This month’s meeting will be at the 
Grayslake Library on WEDNESDAY

 (23 May) at 7pm.
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Double line 
watermark (DL)

  Single line 
watermark (SL)

High Value Franklin

Franklin  1908

Washington 
1912

Washington 
1908

Franklin  1917

Simplified Washington-Franklins (Scott 343-Scott 547)

Interesting website:
http://www.jamesdire.net/W-F.html

The Five 
Designs:

The "Washington-Franklin" series of United States 
postage stamps of 1908-1922, also known as the 
"Third Bureau Issues", are perhaps the most 
difficult US stamps to identify. In addition to new 
techniques for printing (i.e. rotary press, offset) 
and ways of offering stamps to the public (coil 
stamps) a new watermark (single-line USPS) was 
used for the first time. Additionally, an odd type of 
paper, known as "bluish" paper, was used for a 
brief period in 1909


